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CURllENT TOPICS,
Tiie Illinois Central Railroad has

purchased the New Orleans, Jackson
and Great Northern Railroad, sold un
der foreclosure on the 18th. The
amount paid was $1,050,000, in addi
tion to which the purchaser assumes
all the liabilities of the bankrupt road.

The New Hampshire Congressional
elections resulted in the choice of Jones,
Democrat, in the First District, by a
plurality of 45. and of Bness and Blair,
Republicans, in the Second and Third
Districts, by about 1,200 plurality each

Washington specials give currency
to a report that a movement is on foot
to elect Foster (Rep.), of Ohio, Speaker
of the new House, by the aid of such
Southern Democrats as arc friendly to
the Hayes Administration.

Secretary of War McCkabt has
issued a circular announcing that here
after in his department removals will
only be made for cause and promo-
tions ordered solely on the ground of
merit.

Pkof. C. V. Riley, State Entomolo-
gist of Missouri, Prof. Cyrus Thomas,
State Entomologist of Illinois, and Dr.
A. S. Packard, of the American Natur-
alist, Mass., have been appointed a
United States Entomologist Commis-
sion, to inquire into the habits
and character of grasshoppers
and other destructive in-

sects, which have created for
several years so much ravage in the ag-

ricultural districts of the West. The
commission will have its headquarters
at Washington in Prof. Haydcn's office,
and their Western office, in which the
larger part of the indoor work is to be
done, at St. Louis. Prof. Riley will
occupy himself more particularly with
the whole country east of the mountains
and south of the 48th parallel; also
the west half of Iowa and the whole of
British America. Professor Thomas
takes Minnesota, Nebraska, South Da-

kota and East Wyoming, while Profes-

sor Packard will make Montana, West
Wyoming and the Pacific slope his
special field. The natural history,
remedies, prevention measures, the
meteorological and geographical bear-
ings of the subject, etc., will also be di-

vided and allotted to facilitate the work
of the Commission.

About noon on tho 21st, a stranger
entered the Indiana National Bank of
Indianapolis, carrying a large box
wrapped with paper and fastened by
cords. The attaches of the bank were
behind the counters, but in the- - rear
part of the room and in plain sight.
The man deposited, the box on the
floor, jumped upon it, and reached over
the counter railing and grabbed a num-

ber of packages and bills and made his
escape. The bank claims the loss to
be fully 825,000. A reward of $5,000
is offered for the arrest of tho thief
and the return of the money.

A delegation of colored men called
upon the President, on the 21st, and
thanked him for having appointed Mr.
Douglass as Marshal of the District.
The President, in reply, said that in
making appointments under his admin-

istration no discrimination should be
made on account of color, and should
any public officer having positions to
bestow make any such discrimina-
tion he would consider it sufficient
cause for his romoval. In conclusion,
he referred to his policy of reconci ia-ti- on

and expressed his confidence in its
success.

Washington dispatches of the 21st
state that, as the result of numerous
Cabinet conferences, a decision has
been reached to send a commission of
prominent men to Louisiana before
taking final action in the affairs of that
State.

It has been decided by tho President
and Cabinet that an extra session of
Congress shall be called for about
June 4.

The Cabinet, on the 22d, came to the
conclusion, in the South Carolina case,
not to remove, the troops at prescnt,but
allow them to remain under the orders
heretofore issued by Grant
to maintain the status quo. The same
conclusion was reached as to Louisiana,
till such time as a Commission to in-

vestigate the situation in that State
shall have been decided upon.

The special Legislative committee
appointed to investigate the late Ash.
tabula disaster, submitted their report
on the 22f, accompanied by a vast
amount oi testimony, which was or

dered printed. The committee, after
going into details showing the imper-

fections in the bridge, report the fol-

lowing as their conclusions: 1.

There were from 80 to 100 lives
lost by the failure of the bridge.
2. The bridge went down under an or-

dinary load, by reason of defects in its
original construction. S. The defects
in the original construction of the
bridge could have been discovered at
any time after its erection by a careful
analytical inspection, such as the im-

portance of the structure demanded,
and thus the sacrifice of life and prop
erty prevented.

When the Senate adjourned there
was a number of nominations left un
confirmed, particularly those of Demo-
crats for Marshal and District-Attorne- y

of Tennessee and Postmaster at Peters-
burg, Va., they having been objected
to by Republicans. The President ha3
decided to reappoint these men, and
they will hold over at least until the ex-

tra session, when, if they arc not con-

firmed, other persons will be appointed.

The South Carolina question was
again under consideration in the Cabi
net on the 23d, the result being that the
President was advised to request the
presence of both Hampton and Cham-
berlain at Washington on an early day.
Accordingly, the President caused his
secretary, Mr. Rodgers, to address the
two gentlemen a letter, inviting them
to come, in order that, through a per
sonal interview, he might arrive at a
just conclusion as to the affairs of the
State. In caso of inability or indispo
sition to accede to the summons, the
President requested, in his letter, such
written communications as the two
claimants to the Governorship of South
Carolina might sec fit to forward.

John D. Lee, convicted of the Moun
tain Meadows (Utah) massacre, 20
years ago, was shot at that place at 11

m., on the 23d, in execution of hit
sentence. Mountain Meadows is about
90 miles from Beaver, 45 miles from
Cedar City, and about 12 miles from
Pine Valley, the nearest telegraph of-

fice. Lee made a full confession be
fore his death, in which he charged
Brigham Young and other leading
Mormons with the instigation of the
massacre.

Several Generals of the original
Diaz revolutionists in Mexico have re
signed. The party is rapidly disen-tegratin- g.

The people talk of calling
Lerdo back. Congress met daily for a
fortnight, recently, but a quorum was
unattainable. Landcro was appointed
Secretary of the Treasury; Matr Min-

ister to Washington, and Riva Palac'.o
Minister to Berlin. It is reported that
a number of higher offioers want to pro-

claim Diaz military dictator.

ACmco (Cal.) dispatch says the per-
sons engaged in the late massacre of the
Chinese have been arrested. They arc
two boys by the name of Slaughter, and
three men, Stainbrook, Conway and
Roberts. Two other men named Ames
and Wright were also arrested on a
charge of arson, presumably in connec-
tion with the Chinese trouble Six of.
the arrested parties are reported to be-

long to the Order of Caucasians.

On th 26th, the Secretary of War
sent General Augur the following:

Gen. C C. AUGUR, New Orleans .V

ommission will shortly visit Louisiana. In
tho meantime the President desires that the i

situation remain unchanged. Please report
what changes in the situation, if any, have
occurred since the close of the late admin-

istration.
Signed TV. McCkaky,

Secretary of War.
Signed It. H. IIayks.

Governor Hamiton, of South Car-
olina, has accepted the President's in-

vitation to visit Washington, and left
Columbia en the 27th for the former
city.

Grant visited the
flhomW rf f!nm?nprr fit C!infMnn!iti- -

on the 26th, and was enthusiastically
. . , .r.

President delivered an address as fol-- j

ows:
Gentlemen: This reception was entire-

ly unexpected bv me, but 1 assure you 1

am very glad to meet you all, and feel very
thankful to you for this kind reception.
1 have no doubt but I will be a gi at dra
better fellow now than 1 was months

. ... .
ago. 1 don't suppose 1 will nave any po- -

litical opponents now. slice wc are all
. ,2 i i : 1 iMercigus - i " "- i

linue to oe ror a great many years veu !
feel that I have conMderahle life, health ami

(

strength left, notwithstanding the sixteen
I-- ,.... si t i......

'which uerhans is not uriased bv anv oth--
er sixteen years of my life.

PERSONAL AM) POIilTICAJL. i

Wm. Haves, a San Francisco attor- -
nev and a notorious bullv, on the 17th
threatened to kill Gen. John McComb, ,'

mauaging editor of the
newspaper, giving him five minutes in
which to sign a retraction of an item which

appeared In the Attn. The result vw that
nayes was us.i.y unocseu uown
and hail bis ptool taken from him by Mc--
Comb, who then turned him over to the
unlirn. Th vlinr ,mr Hvn

bv the frater.
nitvforhis courageous action.

bTANLET Matthews was on the 20ih
elected United States Senator from Onio.io
place of Sherman, resigned. The Democrats
made no nomination.

Legal proceedings were instituted
on the part of the Nicholls Government, on
the i::b, for the purpose of ousting Pack-
ard ar.d hit adherents from the Louisiana
State-bous- e.

Major Reno, U. S. A., has recently
been tried by court-marti- at St. Paul for
attempting to take improper liberties with

yMrs. Hell,1 the wifo of a brother oiliver.
Tl.. ...I.t. .! .

V:,obis guilt, it inumated that he will
ue ui'imsseu uic service.

J. W. Marshall, First Assistant
Postmaster-Genera-l, who gave way to Mr.
Tyner, has been appointed Superintendent
of Railway Mali Service, with headquarters

'
Jcimsb Keep, of the South Carolina

Circuit Court, han rendered a decision in a
jiauca curpus case aiurniing luu line oi
Hampton as Governor.

E. B. Wa.shiiur.ne, United States
Minister at Pari, was called upon at Wash-
ington, on the 22d, by a committee of Ger-
mans, who presented bttu with resolution
thanking him for services to their country-
men during the Franco-l'nisir- .n war.

The Catholic members of the British
Parliament hve resolved to present an ad-

dress to the Pope on tho occasion of the .Vrth
anniversary of his Kpiscopttc. Probably
the deputation will go to Home to mako the
presentation.

At Hartford, Conn., George Gregory
faulty shot his wire, the night of the 20th.
Cause, Jealousy.

Wm. A. Wakefield, alias Dr. KM
phacl, of Cincinnati, huband of a former
notorious astrologer, known as Madame
ICspbael, took live ounces of laudanum, on
the 'Mih, and died on the following day.
The cause of the suicide is not known.

The Pennsylvania Legislature, on tho
21t, duly elected J. Donald Cameron Unit-
ed States Senator as succcocor to bis father,
Simon Cameron, resigned.

A. Oaket Hall, or of New
York City, mysteriously disappeared Fri-
day evening, the lutb, and has not been
beard from since. He was a prominent
lawyer and a Journalist of note.

Another outbreak of the rinderpest
has occurred at Hull, England.

The Pennsylvania Legislature ad-

journed sine die on the 231.
Minister E. B. Wasiiiiurne has re-

quested, after a service of 8 years as envoy
to France, to be relieved, and his request
has been granted by the President. He
will serve, however, until his successor
shall have been appointed.

The following letter has been ad-

dressed by Secretary Scburz to all the beads
of bureaus In the Interior Department:

Dei'.utoik.nt or Intkuiok, )
WAsui.vuton, D. C, March At. j

Sir: I desire you to report to mc in writ
ing at as early a day as possible on the fol-

lowing points: 1. The organization, dis-
tribution and methods of business of your
bureau. 2. The forvc employed and the
character of their em oymcut in detail. 3.
The ellicacy of that force, giving
your Judgment as to the changes that may
be desirable in the personal interests of the
service. 4. What reduction may be prac-
ticable. 5. Your observation as to existing
slm-.es- , it any there be, and as to the reme-
dies to be applied. (J. Your views as to
changes, If any that may be desirable, in
the business melhols of your bureau.
Your report will serve as a basis of a future
examination.

Very respectfully, C. Sciiure,
Secretary- -

Geo. L. Whiting, the head book-
keeper of the Brooklyn Bank, was arrested,
on the 23d, charged with having robbed the
bank of JjlO.WX). In tho valise which he
carried at the time was found IU'),I00,
leaving ?4u,000 unaccounted for.

TnE first Mondayin June has been
appointed fortbe trial of Peter B. Sweeney,
tho "Brains" of the Tammany King.

The Russian fleet, with Grand Duke
Alexis and Constantino on board, arrived
at Xew York on tne 2:51. Salutes were ex-

changed as the forts and the American war
steamers were passed.

Grant left Washing-
ton, the night of the 21th, for Cincinnati,
where be will remain.for four or live days,
and then wilt visit Chicigo, and thence Ga-

lena.
Col. C. T. Crittenden, first door- -

oePer of Viin' Uou!"c ofuDelesatw,
was arrested on the 2tltb, on a charge of de-- I

frauding the State by rdsingtbfl certificates
of the members uenliem. and sent to the

'Grand Jury for indictment. His counsel
waiving a preliminary examination, the
prisoner was committed to Jail without bail.

TELEGRAPHIC NOTES.

A daily mail service between Hot
Creek Wy. T aml Deauvooa. D. T., a
&u.MCe lw , bc commencea on

iApril 1. and a ly service between ,

ami nailwooil 350 mile I

on Jlav "" .
ells. the neTO who mur- -'

t,cre(I Wm- - O'Brien in Burke County. Ga.,
was taken from tne jau at aynesuoro on
the night of the 20th, and lynched by a
crowdor unknawi, men. ei coniessea
he murdered O'Brien to obtain possession

. goods and money. ,

Ben Fillicky, regarded as the worst t

tleMera.'.o in Kentucky, has been convicted .

of the willful murder of John P. Wilson,!
of O dham Countr. a veir aira. andsen- -
tenced to penal servitude for life.

The German Reichstag has fixed upon
Lelpsie as the feat of the Imperial Ourt.

I

. ?w .Petersen r. ?., a Chicago
, on me
I Their depositors e principally Scandina- -

" "'":
stated.

I

I5erhn thc -- 0th- a IarSf, cr7dof laborers attacked a number
borer" from Poen, because the latter ac- -
cepted lower wage The police supported i

the Pocners but were repul-e- d A com- -
'puny of infantry was ordered out and.

with tone of the mounted pltce. cleared
the streets. Several were wounded.

A fire at Pittsburgh (Pa.), on the I

night of 22d, destroyed the stable of tt'el- - i

don A Kelly, on Virgin Allev, 1ut below '

Wood Street, and. spreading rapidly, de -
!

stroyed also the furnace and range manu- -
y of the same lirm, J. G. Bennett .t i1, manufactory Mll store-hous- e. .

and four small tenement houses. Total j

lo- -, will probably aggregate $40,000. j

Sunday night, the 18!h, four men, all .

i drinking, entered the house of a widow
woman in Sebastian County (Ark.) and re
niained all night, each one gratlff ing his

i ,,rlllaI ,,., br fori.e The woman died'
j ncst dsr sbc ieie,

Following is a list of contested seata
in tho next Houe of Representatives which
will be convened in special sesslea.Iuno4:
Alabama Jcrc HaraNon, Rep., against C.
31. Shilly, Dem. Califomia-Pe- ter W.
Wigginton, Dem., again-- t Itnlando Pache- -
co, Kep.; Wm. G. Piper,
against Horace Davis, . Krp. fv.1... I

rado Thomas Y. PattVron, Dem.,
against J. B. Belford, Rep.
Florida H. M. DvIdon, Dem., against
Wm. J. Pjrman, Rep.; Jem J. Finley,
Dem., against Horatio Brisbee, Jr., Rep.
Illinois John H. Hungatc, Dem., against
B. F. 3Iarsh, Rep.; Benjamin T. Wiley,
Rep., against William nartzell. Dem.
Louisiana I. S. Acklln, Dem., against C.
B. Darrall. Rep.; James Klmr, Dam.,
kgaiust George F. Smith, Kep.; Ed-

ward W. Roberts, Dem., against
Charles K. Nash, Republican. Massachu-
setts Benjsmin Dean, Democrat, against
Welbridge A. Field, Republican. Mi-so-

Kohl. G. Frost, Dem., against Lyne
Rep. Oregon Lemuel

Dem., against Richard Williams,
Rep. Pennsylfanla James ft. Cutting,
Rep., against James B. Kiley, Dem.
South Carolina L. Carpenter, Rep.,
against D. Wyatt Aiken, Dem.; J. L.
Richardson, Dem., against J. S. Kainey,
Rep.; Tilman, Dem., agaict Koht. Small,
Kep. Tennessee W. M . Randolph, Rep.,
against Carey H. Young, Dem. Virginia

.Joseph Segar, Rep., against John
Goode. Jr., Dem.; W. E. Hunton, Dem.,
against James Jorgcnsen. Rep. In two
States, Louisiana and Florida, there arc
double sets of certificates which aifree in
some of th; names and disagree in others.
In South Carolina only one set has been
tiled.

A dispatch from Red Cloud Agency,
received at Gen. Sheridan's headquarters,
ays Spotted Tall has been heard from, and

that be is going to complete his mission of
peace to the hostiles. He bad been delay-
ed by bad weather and the poor condition
of his horses.

W. Maxwell and a son, aged 1G,

stockmen, lately of Stuart, la., located in
Colfax County, Xew Mexico, were murder-
ed on the 23J by a negro, who kas since
been captured at Trinidad, Col. Robbery
was probably the cause, aa Maxwell was
supposed to have had money with him.

Iu Xew York City, the afternoon of
the 25th, Alfred Pickard, in a tit of Jealousy,
bound his wife to a chair in which she was
sleeping, and then cruelly diflgured her
face by a free application of vitriol.

A lady named Armstrong and her son
were burned to death tho evening of the
26th, near the Railroad Depot, at Little
Rock, Ark.

Two Iog Stories.
A little dog belonging to Mr. Isaac

Roberts, of Middlctown, for some days
past had seen members of the family
go to the barn for eggs. Thursday he
was seen coming from the barn to the
house with a rooster in full chase. The
dog got in ahead and deposited an egg
upon the floor. He probably thought
he could save the family the trouble of
going to the barn for eggs in future.
Hartford Post.

A resident of Sacramento is the pro-
prietor of a dog and a cat, which are
friends, and appear to have much pleas-
ure in each other's society. They play
together, cat together, and hunt to--
getker. Yesterday they were each
given a piece of meat The dog swal--1

lowed her's at one irnln. bnt the vtw 1 -n 1

proceeded more slowly, the dog mean-
while standing by with a countenance
which bore evidence of a willingness
amounting to anxiety to help the feline
with the job in hand. The cat, how
ever, would not be assisted, but growl- -
ed determinedly whenever the dog ap-- 1

uruai'ueu wu uiusc. iuc xaiicj; ivujkeu i

m"lJiZTZlt hut
A ." J, , :

lew J3"3 uisuint. was a Kno.-no- ie ai
which they had been accustomed .

watch for rats and mice. Running to
this hole thecamne commenced a brisk
scratching and vigorous barking, as
thousrh a whole colonv of rats were in
s;ghu The cat ran tQ the hole to assist
. . .

her strategical
Iowipg the mcat- - Sacramento bmon.

" "

in.1.1.0: ue leei 01 snow la xesui.
Where's Count Scheuvaloff ?

I A Queer Story Kiehes From
The Skies.

At about 4 o'clock on the morKing of
the "th of January, says the Eureka
(Nev.) Sentinel, an immense body,
glowing with intense brilliancy, came
rushing across the face of heaven,

the earth with the light of

"t It traveled in an oblique dikc-fro- m
-

lion. the southwest to tUe noth--
west, and instantaneously a shock was
felt that almost threw the few specta-

tors at that early hour from their feet.
About ten days ago Mr. Wheeler,

who cultivates a ranch in Diamond
V.illi.i- - r.l rhn w filii in th stock

.
biwineM, came into town and left a
most remarKame suostanee wim an a- -

saver. Mr. heeler had a Miiattenng
of metallurgical knowledge, and, it
secms, had tested the compound with a
blow-pip- e and other means within his
reach, and detected the presence of the
preeious metals, but was unable to de.

termine the value.
The piece submitted to the assayer

was about as large as a hen's egg, and
immediately attracted his attention by
its unusual weight and peculiar color, it
being of a purplish-blac- k shade, and
where it had been broken oil" the main

tion that he failed to recotrnie. Mr.
Wacke expended the whole night in a
series of experiments, applying every
known test to tho article, aud detecting
the presence of iron, nickel, cadmium,
lead, silver, gold, zinc, cobalt, silica
and phosphorus. There was also a
residuum to each assay, of which Prof.
Wacke was unable to determine the
properties, but he hopes by the useMit
the spectroscope to classify it.

A surprising feature of the ore is ex-

cessive malleability and ductility, a
small portion of it being reduced by
hammering to a film not exceeding th

of an inch in thickness. He
has sent a portion of it to the San Fran-
cisco Academy of Sciences, and also to
Prof. Silliman of New Haven, Mid in
the mean time is prosecuting his re-

searches. Prof. Wacke has found that
the substance will reach $:t?JT iu silver
and $12 in gold per ton.

The strangest part of the story re-

mains to be told ; and, now that Mr.
Wheeler has duly recorded hi- - claim
and perfected the title, we feel at libes
ty to disclose the facts. On the morn"
ing of the 7th of January, Mr. Wheeler
was almost thrown from his bed by a1

violent shock. Getting up aud looking
out of the window, he observed at the
foot of the mountain an immense mass
glowing at a white heat aud of in-

tense brightness. Hastily dressing, he
approached as near as possible, and
found that the object lay just at the foot
of the Diamond Mountain range, but
the heat was so great that he could not
go within 1.00U yards of the spot.

He kept his own counsel, and made
repeated attempts to reach it, but did
not succeed until the 14th inst., when
it had cooled sufficiently to allow him
to break oil" tho portion brought to
town. The main body will uieasure
about 60 feet in height, 87 feet in width,
and is 3UI feet in length. These are
the proportions of the body visible, and
it is probable that as much more is im-

bedded in the earth. Mr. Wheeler cal-
culates that there are at least 2,J00,000
tons in sight, and if it will work any-
where near the assay he will extract an
immense sum from the mass.

TIIE MARKETS.
ST LOUIS, March 2T. 1S77.

j.KKYhS Choice, f 5.1'ra.V.M; (ioo-lu-i Prune.
Cows and Heifers,

Corn-Fe- d Tcxans, tl.V'dA 0.
lioc.s-Shipp- ing. 3 l.ai&S.lo.
Siieei Common to Fancy, Ji.Kia5.75.
jLocn-Cho- ice Country. i7.S;.l'; XXX,

WllKAT-k- ed. No. 2. 41.J4 4 1.55: No. S
il.4it!.tKoils Ni. Mixe'l..viac.

Oats No. 2. 3.twr:fe- - '
ltvt-N-o. 2. e7.Vi-W-
THiiiTiivfcKKo Prime, I..'.Vil
Toiiicco-riantc- ra' Lags, i3.(jufe.'..J.j; Dart

shipping I eat. (I.Me7.S.
II a V Choice Timothy, til.Mall .10.
ISLTTKU Choice I)iry, il'diSc.
K;us-Krc- t.n. I2'al2sc.
l'oitK Staulard Mess, t IJ.S03H.c7',..v.y Piluie btmn.UkVte.Wimjl Choice, 35S.7c; Un-

washed Combing, 'H'ttlfG.
Conos JIMillinir. lie.

A'KW VOftK.
I:ekvkj Native SU-cr- jv.)0SI2 V.
SIIKK1- - Common lo Choice, ti.ZYa'.!,).
HiMis Live. none.
Futl'K Uood to Choice. II ISftCVi.
Wheat Xo. 2 Chicago, e 1.4 Va I . IS.
Uks Western Mixe!.Lnfrraled, KuiSc
Oats Western Mixed, .VttUe.. .I'lllfL-- fn.. Alt 1 I I f (.
cuno. MMUuoinsc."

uihlaw.ISeeves Common to choice. 5.255.to.
-
I

it r.t.i iZsP"'
FLoCK-Cuo- icc Winter. 7.5Ces.W; Ctoice

sprimt extra, i.ayt. ..
No. 11.2

Surinir. N'n. .1.

CoksKo. 2. XSaifK.
OATS No. 2, liailic.RrE So. 2, (Air.c.
Pork Meas. tI3.2tfel3.50.
Laki I'ercwt.. 'JMWi.w.

KANSAS CITY.
Beeves Native Steers, t3.i5a5.CC; Native

Cows. 1 2.2583.75.
HMO i 3.7itt 4.K.

NEW OULEASS.
FLOCK Choice Family, Js.253.73
eons white, soaiic.
mats St. Louis. 4ia:.Hat Prime. el7.7S&.S.00. 1Pork wMes. i IZ.Ci-- c 11.75.
1SACOS iiWiC.corros Jfi!diiE?rll'fc.


